
URBANA, ILL.

The National Soybean Research Laboratory
(NSRL) has hired three extension associates
to inform Illinois soybean farmers about re-

search efforts regarding soybean cyst nematode
(SCN), weeds, germplasm and breeding initia-
tives in addition to pests and diseases. Their
new responsibilities will be in addition to their
current positions as University of Illinois Ex-
tension Educators and Specialists.

Robert Bellm, Edwardsville, Ill., brings 20
years experience in soybean production, weed
control, soil fertility and environmental issues
to NSRL. Bellm received a bachelor’s degree in
agriculture and a master’s degree in agronomy
from the University of Illinois.

Marion Shier, Pontiac, Ill., brings 29 years of
experience in agricultural management, soy-
bean production and outreach programs to his
new responsibilities as extension associate.
Shier received a bachelors’ degrees in agron-
omy, animal science and agricultural economics
from Missouri Western State and a master’s de-
gree in agronomy from the University of Illinois.

Dr. Douglas Jones, Mt. Vernon, Ill., brings

more than 16 years of experience in entomol-
ogy, crop rotation and pesticide management to
southern Illinois farmers. Jones received his
bachelor’s degree from Henderson State Univer-
sity in Arkadelphia, Ark. He earned a Ph.D. and
a Master’s degree in entomology from Oklahoma
State University.

The extension associates will work with farm-
ers, farm managers and seed production com-
panies on the topic of the Varietal Information
Program for Soybeans (VIPS), a dynamic tool for
the analysis of the performance of soybean va-
rieties in Illinois. They will also communicate re-
sults of the soybean research funded by the
Illinois Soybean Association and NSRL to farm-
ers and industry stakeholders.

The National Soybean Research Laboratory is
located on the University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign campus and assists in expanding
the scope, size and profitability of the U.S. soy-
bean industry by creating, providing and facili-
tating strategic research, education and
outreach programs. ∆
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